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INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

TO: State, Tribal, and Territorial Agencies Administering or Supervising the Administration of
Title IV-E of the Social Security Act

SUBJECT: Notice of court order vacating the Designated Placements Final Rule

LEGAL AND RELATED REFERENCES: Titles IV-B and IV-E of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 621-629m, 670-679c¢), Texas v. U.S. Dep’t of Health and Human Serv., Case No.
6:24-cv-348-JDK (E.D. Tex.), Doc. 37 (filed June 13, 2025) (Order and Final Judgment).

PURPOSE: The purpose of this Information Memorandum is to inform state and tribal title IV-
B/IV-E agencies that pursuant to the Order and Final Judgment of the court in Texas v. U.S.
Dep’t of Health and Human Serv., Case No. 6:24-cv-348-JDK (E.D. Tex.), Doc. 37 (filed June
13, 2025), the Designated Placements Final Rule is vacated in its entirety effective June 13,
2025.

INFORMATION: On June 13, 2025, the Texas district court vacated the Designated
Placements final rule in its entirety. The court granted a joint motion for entry of final judgment,
holding that “Plaintiff has demonstrated success on the merits of its claim under the
Administrative Procedure Act that the Final Rule entitled ‘Designated Placement Requirements
Under Titles IV-E and IV-B for LGBTQI+ Children’ is in excess of statutory authority and is
contrary to law.” Texas v. U.S. Dep’t of Health and Human Servs., No. 6:24-cv-348-JDK (E.D.
Tex.), Doc. 37 (filed June 13, 2025). Accordingly, HHS is prohibited from implementing the
regulations at 45 CFR 1355.22 and amendment to 45 CFR 1355.34(c)(2)(1)). Accordingly, the
regulations at 45 CFR 1355.22 and amendment to 45 CFR 1355.34(c)(2)(i)) are no longer in
effect.

/s/

Joseph Bock
Acting Commissioner
Administration on Children, Youth, and Families
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