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April 7, 2025

Tony Catone

Acting State Director

South Carolina Department of Social Services
1535 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Dear Acting Director Catone:

This letter informs you of revised findings of the primary IV-E Review conducted for the South
Carolina foster care program under title IV-E of the Social Security Act for period under review
(PUR) of April 1, 2023 - September 30, 2023, during the week of May 13, 2024. Specific
information about this decision follows.

On September 20, 2024, the Children’s Bureau sent you a final report of review findings and a
disallowance letter that advised you that the state’s title IV-E foster care maintenance program
was not in substantial compliance with federal eligibility requirements for the above-noted PUR.
Eleven (11) error cases and five (5) non-error cases with improper payments were determined
ineligible for federal funding under the title IV-E program.

Following our issuance of the review results, South Carolina Department of Social Services
filled an appeal in the Departmental Appeals Board appealing the error finding for sample case
74. See South Carolina Department of Social Services v. Administration for Children and
Families, DAB No. A-25-6. On March 20, 2025, however, after the case was fully briefed, your
staff provided the Children’s Bureau with additional documentation for sample case 74. We
have reviewed the information and have determined it sufficiently verifies compliance with
federal eligibility requirements for the required criminal background check for the Interstate
Compact foster care provider. Therefore, we are reversing the error finding for the sample case.
As a result, the number of error cases for the IV-E Review has been reduced to ten.

As South Carolina has already submitted adjustments in title [V-E claims to reflect repayment of
all funds disallowed in the original report of findings sent on September 20, 2024, the state may
now recover the amount of title IV-E funds associated with sample case 74 for the ineligible
period of September 9, 2023 — February 29, 2024. To recover the funds, submit an increasing
adjustment of $3,338 in FFP for foster care maintenance payments and $5,530 for related
administrative costs on your next Quarterly Report of Expenditures of the Title IV-E Programs,
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Form CB-496. In the comment box in Part 2 of the form you must include a note that identifies
the adjusted amount as being associated with a "[V-E Review," and also include the sample case
number and the date of this revised disallowance notice. If your staff need assistance in
completing the required adjustments, please contact your ACF Grants Management specialist,
Karla Richardson.

Disallowance Notice:

The revised total disallowance for the primary IV-E Review is $117,025 in FFP: $57,907 for
foster care maintenance payments, and $59,118 for related administrative costs. This letter
constitutes our notice of the revised disallowance regarding these title IV-E foster care funds
claimed for the remaining ten error cases and six non-error cases that we previously determined
were improperly claimed.

We appreciate the cooperation your state has shown throughout the review and look forward to
continuing to work together on behalf of the children and families of your state.

Should you have questions about the review findings, you may contact Dianne Kelly, Regional
Program Manager, Children’s Bureau Region 4 office, at (404) 562-2781 or by e-mail at
dianne.kelly@acf.hhs.gov. Questions concerning the disallowance should be directed to Karla
Richardson, Grants Management Specialist at (404) 562-0567 or by e-mail at
karla.richardson@act.hhs.gov.

Sincerely,

ot g Bt

Joseph Bock
Acting Commissioner
Administration on Children, Youth, and Families

cc: Susan Roben, Chief Financial Officer, SCDSS; Columbia, SC
Dianne Kelly, Regional Program Manager; CB, Region 4; Atlanta, GA
Anthony Bingham, Child and Family Program Specialist, CB; Atlanta, GA
Gail Collins, Program Implementation Director, Children’s Bureau; Washington, DC
Minerva Gant, Child Welfare Program Specialist, Children’s Bureau; Washington, DC
Karla Richardson, Grants Management Specialist; FPR, OGM/ACF; Atlanta, GA
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