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CSBG Rapid-Cycle Projects.

Project Impact is a $3.7M Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) investment initiative designed to equip
selected Community Action Agencies, nonprofits, and public entities in their mission to serve low-income adults and families.
Sixteen organizations were awarded rapid-cycle learning grants to respond to the economic and social effects of COVID-19.
Models comprise one of five priority areas: (1) adapting service delivery to a physical distancing environment, (2) coordinating
with public health and emergency officials to address urgent health and social outcomes, (3) identifying and training for high-
demand jobs in the post COVID-19 economy, (4) making structural reforms at the community level, and (5) strengthening
individual and family adaptive capacities. Technical Assistance support will ensure rapid start-up and the ability to make real-time
adjustments during program development and implementation.

South Carolina Association of Community Action Partnerships

As of December 15, 2021, federal data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention show that 72.1 percent of the
total population has received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. However, significant variation exists across
communities, both geographically and across racial/ethnic groups.i As variants continue to arise, the unvaccinated, individuals
with low income, and communities of color face an increased risk for infection and death. Black and Hispanic people have
been less likely than their white counterparts to receive the vaccine. This gap has narrowed over time, largely closing for
Hispanic people due to strategic efforts to increase vaccination rates through community-centered outreach and education
and the reduction of logistical barriers like transportation.i It is critical to continue ensuring equity in vaccine access as the
need for booster shots and vaccinations among children expands.

FAST FACTS

Project Title:

COVID Vehicles of Innovative Change and Equitable Solutions (VOICES)

Overview: South Carolina Association of Community Action Partnerships (SCACAP)

will implement its COVID VOICES project in all its 46 counties. VOICES will build and
expand grassroots community-based capacity to prevent, prepare for, and respond
to health crises. The project will address COVID-19-related health disparities and
advance health equity by equipping leaders to be voices in their communities,
increasing vaccination access and uptake among people of color, and enhancing
provider partnerships to raise awareness and promote culturally competent care.
SCACAP will use existing partnerships, establish an interagency advisory council, and
train Community Ambassadors to serve as change agents to accomplish these goals.

Project Aims:

Increase outreach and education on vaccination equity and access for people of
color

Train influential leaders to effectively organize and distribute information in
targeted communities to increase the number of vaccine recipients

Enhance provider partnerships with state and local health, mental health, and
emergency management agencies

Increase the vaccination rates in South Carolina

COVID Vehicles of Innovative
Change and Equitable
Solutions (VOICES)
Focus Area:
Coordinating with public
health

Grant Amount:
$250,000

Location:

Columbia, SC

Type of Organization:
State Association
Congressional District:
SC-02

Authorized Official:
Jessica McMoore

Entity Website:
WWW.scacap.org

i Ndugga, N., Hill, L., Artiga, S., & Haldar, S. (December 15, 2021). Latest data on COVID-19 vaccinations by race/ethnicity. Kaiser Family Foundation. Retrieved from https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-

19/issue-brief/latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/

COMMUNITY SERVICES BLOCK GRANT (CSBG): CSBG is a federal antipoverty block grant that funds the operations of a state-administered network
of local entities, including Community Action Agencies (CAAs) and other neighborhood-based organizations. Overseen by the Administration for
Children and Families (ACF), Office of Community Services (OCS), CSBG provides vital assistance to states and local communities to reduce poverty,
revitalize communities, and empower low-income individuals and families.


https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/programs/community-services-block-grant-csbg
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/

