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January 5, 2024

Dear Tribal Leader:

The Office of Family Assistance (OFA) administers the Native Employment Works (NEW) Program, which enables
eligible tribes to provide work-related activities to support individuals needing job readiness, job placement, and
job retention services in their communities. The regulations that describe the requirements for tribes operating a
NEW Program need to be updated to align with the authorizing legislation and current program practice. We
have also noted several opportunities to propose improvements to the clarity of the regulations and policy

updates to reflect lessons from the program’s long operation.

We are committed to partnering with tribes, nation-to-nation, to support Native families and Indigenous
communities moving toward economic well-being. As such, we seek your input on the necessary updates and other
potential changes we identified as opportunities for improvement as we prepare to update the NEW regulations.
We are particularly interested in learning what regulatory changes tribes recommend to improve the NEW
program, clarify confusing or unclear information, or simply make the regulations more user-friendly.

OFA views the following changes to the regulations as necessary:
e Correcting language regarding carryover of funds to reflect the current law allowing unobligated NEW
funds to be carried over with no fiscal year limitations.
e Changing references to OMB Circulars to 45 CFR Part 75, removing outdated references to OMB
circulars.
e Including the electronic submission requirements for NEW plan documents.

OFA views the following changes to the regulations as opportunities for improvement:
o Applying the federal plain language guidelines as outlined in the Plain Writing Act of 2010.
e Adding definitions for key terms (e.g., service area, service population, and others).
e Changing the NEW Program funding cycle to align with the federal fiscal year (i.e., move the first day of
the funding cycle from July 1 to the first day of the fiscal year, October 1).

OFA will be hosting two virtual Tribal Consultations open to leaders of tribes administering a NEW program or
their designees. The consultations may address any aspect of the NEW regulations. Please note that the tribes
eligible to operate a NEW program and the grant funding amounts are fixed in statute and thus not open to
change through this consultation. The dates, times, and links to register for the sessions are listed below.


https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/programs/tribal/new
https://www.ecfr.gov/on/2020-03-19/title-45/part-287
https://www.plainlanguage.gov/guidelines/
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-111publ274/content-detail.html
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Session 1: Monday, February 5, 2024

2:00-4:00 PM (EST) = 1:00-3:00 PM (CST) = Noon-2:00 PM (MST) = 11:00-1:00 PM (PST) = 10:00-Noon (AKST)
Session 2: Tuesday, February 13, 2024

1:00-3:00 PM (EST) = Noon-2:00 PM (CST) = 11:00-1:00 PM (MST) = 10:00-Noon (PST) = 9:00-11:00 AM (AKST)
Registration Link for Session 1 & 2

https://usO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN i7BBxeMURuKMunZWI7CT w

After registering, each participant will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
consultation. In addition to participating in the consultations, we encourage tribal leaders to submit written
comments to OFA.Tribal.Consultations@acf.hhs.gov. The deadline for written comments to be considered is
Friday, February 16, 2024.

We appreciate your partnership and work to provide NEW services to your community members. We will use the
information you provide during these consultations to develop improved NEW regulations that we hope will
positively impact the NEW programs and the individuals receiving the services. We will make a copy of our proposed
revisions available for public comment through the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Process (NPRM).

If you have any questions regarding the information shared in this letter, please contact Tonya Davis at (202) 401-
4851 or Tonya.Davis@acf.hhs.gov. We appreciate our continued partnership with you and look forward to
receiving your input on this matter.

Sincerely,

/s/

Ann Flagg
Director
Office of Family Assistance

Administration for Children and Families | Office of Family Assistance | www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa
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